Introduction to Cultural Activism

Lead Instructor:
Troi Bechet

Official Instructor:
Matthew Schwarzman

INTRODUCTION TO CULTURAL ACTIVISM elective course invites 11th-12th grade students (and 9th-10th graders with special permission) to explore and develop their abilities as artists, educations, and activists with a special focus on theatre and issues in educations.  Their course requires students to reflect upon important issues in their lives, including power, schooling, culture, and the many roles they assume within their communities; and to actively promote alternative positions.  All students are required to participate in and lead dramwatic activities and discussion as a part of this course.  Theatre will be our artistic medium, but the ideas and experiences of this course are universal “life lessons” that will be highly useful to students’ future success, regardless of personal interest or career.

Course Objectives

· Cultivate students’ potential as creators, learners, communicators and leaders
· Develop an in depth understanding of :

· Culture

· Activism

· Power

· Art

· Theatre

· Community

· Reciprocity 

· Produce and present and educational and entertaining performance/workshop on a collaboratively developed social change theme for their peers and adults in the community

Required Reading

      
“Beginner’s Guide to Community-Based Arts”  by Keith Knight and Mat Schwarzman

Grading

-Journals (5%) Students will create a collection of personal reflections on what they are learning in the course.  Journals will be assigned and collected weekly.   Journal entries should be a minimum of 100 words.  Assessment will be based on depth of expression, self-assessment ability, and clarity of content.

-Homework (10%) 

Classroom Participation (20%)Regular and respectful contributions to our ongoing exploration of cultural activism are a crucial part of this class.  Participation encompasses asking questions, contributing to discussions and performance.
-Individual Presentations (10%)Students will make a 1-2 minute (memorized) midterm presentation to the class about and artist, educator, or activist with whom they have a personal relationship (a relative, neighbor, minister, but not Mary J. Blige.  The presentation will include both visual and oral components. The oral component must also be submitted in writing.
-Group Assignment (25%) Students will co-create an edu-taining 20 minute show for their peers in the community and perform it at least twice.  An audience program will be created and the performance will include a post-performance discussion about the show. 
-Final Exam (30%) Students will create 5-10 minute presentations about their personal experiences in the class

Note:  Students earn points for creatively written and performed work
s
Week One:

· January 6
Review Course Overview, Gifts and Gains

· January 7
Theatre Warm up, Story Circle 

· January 8
Lone Wolf

· January 9
Hand out text, journaling

Week Two

· January 13
Theatre Warm Up, The Blues

· January 14
Theatre Warm up, Group Reading: Community (Text xxii-xxiv)

· January 15
 Text “stories”, Develop list of positives and challenges of communities

· January 16
Apply text principles to communities list, Journal

Week Three

· January 20
Inauguration as theatre, tradition

· January 21
Review, Definitions, Discussion Activism

· January 22
Youth Activism Project Examples and discussion, improv scenes

· January 23
Text: pg 90-97, One Love, discussion, improv scenes, review defin: activism

Week Four

· January 26
Review, Journal, Liz Lerman Critical Response

· January 28
Guest Artist:  Dui Jarrod/ Writing Socially Relevant Theatre

· January 29

· January 30
Journal

Week Five

· February 2
Review, Discussion: Culture

· February 4
Guest Artist:  Jeff Klien/ The Culture of Drumming 

· February 5

· February 6
Journal

Week Six

· February 9
Review, Writing Assignment

· February 11
Guest Artist:  Jeff Klien/ The Culture of Drumming

· February 12
Writing Assignments

· February 13
Journal, Writing Assignments

Week Seven

· February 16  
John Grimsley:  Scene Development

· February 18



“

· February 19



“

· February 20



“

Mardi Gras Vacation

Week Eight

· March 2
Scene Development Continued

· March 4
‘

· March 5
‘

· March 6
‘

Week Nine

· March 9
Prep for Individual Presentations

· March 11
Prep for Individual Presentations

· March 12
Individual Presentations

· March 13
Individual Presentations

Week 10

· March 16
Movement workshops

· March 18
‘

· March 19
‘

· March 20
‘

Week 11

· March 23
Music Workshops

· March 25
‘

· March 26
‘

· March 27
‘

Week 12

· March 30
rehearsal

· April 1

‘

· April 2

‘

· April 3

‘

Week 13

· April 6

rehearsal

· April 7

rehearsal

· April 8

rehearsal

· April 9

rehearsal

April 10-17th Spring Break

Week 14

· April 20
rehearsal

· April 22
rehearsal

· April 23
rehearsal

· April 24
rehearsal

Week 15

· April 27
rehearsal

· April 29
rehearsal


· April 30
rehearsal

· May 1

rehearsal

Week 15

· May 4- dress rehearsal

· May 6- dress rehearsal

· May 7- performance

· May 8-performance

Week 16

· May 11
Development of Final Presentation


· May 13
‘

· May 14
‘

· May 15
‘

May 12th-14th Finals for Srs.

Week 17

· May 18
Development of Final Presentation

· May 20
‘

· May 21
‘

· May 22
‘

Week 18

· May 25 – Critical Response

· May 27 – Critical Response

· May 28 – Final

· May 29 – Celebration 

May 26-29th Finals for 9th-11th graders

